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Quick Review of Past Few Years

• Three year La Nina  (2021-2023) – drought signal

• Transition to El Nino (late 2023 to early 2024) – more wet, drought 
conditions improved

• El Nino formed early 2023….how long will it last?

• La Nina returning?
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The Year of 2019

• Was an El Nino

• 2019 was a wet year

• In 2020 a strong La Nina formed
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El Nino– Late 2023 to early 2024
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What Does This all Mean for rest of Winter 2024?

• With El Nino fading, El Nino impacts lessen by late spring but will 
continue through Feb/March and maybe early April

• Rest of winter should play out colder and more stormy

• Colder temperatures in February/March

• Snowpack should improve as pattern gets more active, there is time 
to recover



What Does This all Mean for Spring/Summer 2024?

• The transition from El Nino to Neutral will likely result in precipitation 
and temperatures that will trend to near normal values spring to 
summer

• Therefore, some hope that precipitation will increase rest of winter 
through spring

• Don’t see a strong drought signal in this type of pattern for summer

• Too early to say if La Nina developing late summer/fall will be 
impactful or not



March to May Precipitation Anomaly - European
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June to August Precipitation Anomaly - European



June to August Precipitation Anomaly - CFS



Summer Temperatures June – August - European



Summer Temperatures June – August - CFS



Monsoon Season?



What Does This all Mean for Spring/Summer 2024?

• The transition from El Nino to Neutral to possible La Nina (late summer) 
will likely result in precipitation and temperatures that will trend to near 
normal values with some exceptions

• Exceptions – likely drier than normal in the Northern Plains (MT, ND, N. WY, 
SD), 

• Near normal precipitation WY, CO, KS, NE

• Don’t see a drought signal or severe heat in this pattern this summer in our 
region, however, some Corn Belt areas (IA, IL, WI, MO) could see some 
dryness

• With El Nino going away better rain prospects for South America late 2024 
to early 2025



Questions?
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